News Bytes 


By Marr Givcras 
Editor-in-Chief 
Haverhill campus 
fire scare 

On Nov. 16, claves weneimter- 
mupted when the fire alarm sound-— 
ed on the Haverhill campus. | 

Im the Science (building, one | 
of tthe theaters on tthe third ‘floor | 
malfunctioned, causing smoke to 
(trigger tthe alarm. 

The fire department was called | 
to tthe scene, where they blocked | 
off some of the Spurk parking lot. | 

eto 


NECC GSA hosts 
bake sale honoring 


Transgender Day of 
Remembrance 

The Gay-Straight Alliance | 
hosted @ lbakesale on Nov. 18, | 


Remembrance. which ison Nov. 


Harvey Caillard, president of | 
tthe GSA, said, “it’s to remember | 
all tthe transgender people who 
have taken their own llives, or 
have been killed.” | 

The ‘bake salle started at 8 a.m. | 
and ilasted until around 11 p.m. 

The money is being raised ‘for 
tthe GSA, who are arranging ‘for a 
Significant donation, which at the | 
time could mot be confirmed. “We | 
have a ibig plan,” the said. “There | 
‘are jplans in tthe works.” 

The details of the GSA’s plans | 
were llater made more clear — see | 
“GSA plans donation to benefit 
Philippines,” below, for more. 


work during break 


By Cuan Gornam 
News Editor 


While students are on wanter 
| break this January, there will 
be an elevator systems and me- 
chanical upgrade im tthe Spurk 
Building elevators. 

What goes up must come 
down and that goes the same 


| for the mechanical systems of 


elevators: the ttime has come 
for the old mechanics to come 
down and for some mew ones 
to go wp. The elevators im the 
Spurk (building are original to 
tthe building and some were in- 
Stalled im ithe early seventies, 
according to David Goulet ithe 
Director of Facilities. 
Now ‘there its going ‘to Ibe an 
upgrade of tthe guts to the Spurk 


| elevators. The slow mide up one 


flight and tthe occasional shut- 
img to ibe a thing of tthe past. 
The elevator upgrade is 
strictly a systems and mechan- 
ical wpgrade, mot aesthetic. 
Goulet said, although tthe eleva- 
tors will look exactly the same, 
there will be big changes gomg 
on with improvements on itheir 
speed and reliability. There will 
ibe no mew doors or interior. 
Goulet said they are con- 
centrating on tthe operating 
systems because that its where. 
tthe problems thave been oocur- 


ring. Also, NOC is expecting 
funding for improvements in the 
Spurk ‘building sometime in the 


mext few years. That's when 
aesthetic improvements willl 
take place. 


Students will mot experience 
disruptions im service, as the el- 
evators are gomg to be upgrad- 
ed ower tthe winter break. Goulet 
said, “Io minimize the imcon- 
wenience of students, the work 
its scheduled ‘for three weeks in 
January.” 

The elevator system only 
gets worked on for scheduled 
maintenance or breakdown re- 
pair, which is when it causes 
ithe issues for students and staff. 
Amyone who thas ridden tthe 
Spurk (building elevators thas an 
idea of how slow they can ‘be. 

The system’s age, and the fi 
long ‘history of its mechanical 
problems, may ‘have created 
a sense of lhopelessness about 
their future. But soon students, 
staff and faculty who rely on tthe 


elevators wont have to worry | 


Some students thave 


ex- 


pressed fear of tthe elevators, 


moting tthe frequency with which 
tthey are out of service, or being 
worked on. 

Alexandra Cote, a student 
studying three areas said she 
is scared to take them lbecause 
she notices they are down a jot. 
And when she does take them 
they are always extremely slow. 
Cote also said that she will mot 
take tthe elevator alone as it ts 
just ttoo scary. 


GSA plans donation 
to benefit Philippines 


NECC Gay-Straight 
Alliance to help 


after typhoon 


By Tomas Saamma 
Copy Editor 
The NBOC Gay-Straight Alli- 
ance is organizing a large dona- 
tion to ‘help ffund disaster relief 
The typhoon, which occurred 
on Nov. &, ihas left tthe Philippimes 
im disarray. 


Accordimg to tthe Republic of 
tthe Philippines’ National Disaster 
Risk seaggyeem andl Management 
Council (NDRRMC), around 
four ocaeal individuals are 


The GSA plan to contribute 
between 200 and 500 dollars tto- 


ing efforts, and are currently re- 
searching multiple organizations 
to achieve tthe best possible use 
of funds. Options so ‘far have m- 
cluded a mumber of organizations 
local to ithe Philippines, as welll as 

The GSA is also reaching out 
to other NOC chibs «and organi- 
zations to pool efforts and funds 
to make as large a contribution as 
possible. 


officer of the GSA) 


Northern Essex 
Community College 


\Spurk elevator receives a lift 


| Spurk building 


| elevator to receive 


Photo by Chad Gorham 
After a long ones, the baa building elevator at NECC is 
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After much resistance, the 
highly debated parking policy at 
Northern Essex will be taking ef- 
fect in the spring semester. 

As was always the plan, it 
will be $8.50 to receive a park- 
ing pass, which will allow. you to 
park on both the Haverhill and 
Lawrence campuses. 

However, it is still unclear as 
to why the policy needs to be put 
in place. Northern Essex says 
that the policy is put into place 
for three reasons: to provide ad- 
equate parking for NECC staff, 
faculty and students, for safety 
and upkeep for the parking lots. 

Paying $8.50 doesn’t make 
anything safer. If anything, it 
inconveniences the people who 
show up to their classes every 
day. 

The policy can’t really sup- 
ply adequate parking to parkers. 
Permits don’t guarantee a park- 
ing spot, so it’s hard to say that 
it would change anything from 
what it is now. The parking at 
campus is bad enough as is -- a 
pass won’t make it any easier. 

The one thing it will do, admit- 
tedly, is draw revenue to maintain 
the parking lots. 

It punishes the part-time stu- 
dents who may only come to 


class one day a week. It punishes 
the adjunct professors who don’t 
get health insurance through the 
school. 

The amount, which translates 
to $17 annually, isn’t the issue. 
It costs far more to park at other 
institutions. In fact, Bunker Hill 
Community College charges $30 
a semester to park on campus, 
although their campus is in the 
middle of Boston. 

However, as we’ve reported 
before, it seems like the school 
looked for an opportunity to in- 
stitute it. Heavy talk started after 
2012’s Sandy Hook shooting. 

The idea of a parking policy, 
in itself, makes sense. However, 
why start now? Why, after now 
51 years of being a college, is 
2014 the year to start instituting 
a brand new policy? 

There are still a few unan- 
swered questions about the pol- 
icy. The Student Senate has op- 
posed the policy, and petition 
against the policy. 

Hopefully, everything gets 
ironed out. Out of everything that 
NECC has done, this seems the 
most unfriendly, tied with maybe 
the smoking policy. We just want 
to be sure it’s there for the right 
reasons. 
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What are you doing for 


Going to buy something 
electronic at Best Buy 


KELVIN FOE 
Eletrical Engineering 


Nothing 


MATTHEW CAMIRE 
Liberal Arts 


Black Friday? 


tel 
my friends 


MEGHAN REARDON 
Early Childhood Ed. 


unless I work. 


SHANA FELBNCHAK 
General Studies 


oing s opping with 


* 


i 


Going out with my boy- 
friend and buying a couch. 
Mary O’ KEEFE 
Psychology 


Wait in the line at mid- 
night at Best Buy 


KELSEY TERRY 
L.A. / Bio / Psych 


Creating marriage 
equality across the 


nation 
By Jessica PALMER 
Opinion Editor 

Marriage inequality has been 
a significant issue in the United 
States, one that has been debated 
throughout the country and is still 
being fought about today. 

Terms such as discrimination 
can be used to describe the opin- 
ions of those who oppose same 
sex marriages. However, many 
states have been taking the neces- 
sary steps to allow same sex cou- 
ples to become legally married, 
while others are idly standing by 
deciding their next action. 

According to the Human 
Rights Campaign, an organiza- 
tion that pursues equal rights 
for LGBT* people, 14 states ac- 
knowledge and permit same sex 
couples to become married in that 
state. 

It is important that states and 
the government as a whole re- 
spect and recognize these same 
sex couples. Same sex couples 
should be able to rejoice in their 


love for one another, just as het- 
erosexual couples do. 

The Human Rights Campaign 
Foundation states, “Many same- 
sex couples want the right to le- 
gally marry and honor their rela- 
tionship in the greatest way our 
society has to offer.” It is vital 
that stigmas on same sex couples 
are eliminated, this can be done 
by allowing them to take part in 


flects a demonstrable assigning 
of same-sex, largely homosexual, 
couples to second class status.” 

It is obvious that same sex 
marriages is a controversial idea 
that many debate on, howey- 
er, being scrutinized for loving 
someone of the same sex is an 
outdated attack that needs to be 
resisted. 

In June 2013, The Supreme 


Same-sex couples want the right to legally 
marry and honor their relationship 
- The Human Rights Campaign 
Foundation 


—_--- 


one of the most sacred acts be- 
tween a couple. 

By denying same sex couples 
the right to marry, the state allows 
people to discriminate and dictate 
that same sex couples and fami- 
lies are inferior to heterosexual 
couples. The Massachusetts Su- 
preme Court wrote to the senate 
in 2004 stating, “It is considered 
that the choice of language re- 


NECC offers non-credit 
courses for accountants 
sharpening job skills 


NECC non-credit classes offer many 
opportunities for potential students, in 


many different areas 
NECC Newsroom 


The recently named Sidney 
G. Kotzen Institute of Continu- 
ing Professional Education for 
Accountants at Northern Essex 
Community College will offer a 
number of late fall 2013 and win- 
ter 2014 Continuing Professional 
Education (CPE) courses for tax 
professionals. 

The courses include: The Af- 
fordable Care Act Info and Tax 
Implications for 2013 and Be- 
yond on Wednesday, Dec. 4; 
More Excel Advanced Tips and 
Tricks for Financial Professionals 
on Friday, Dec. 6; Ever Chang- 
ing Estate Planning Techniques 
and 2013 Estate and Gift Tax 
Law Changes on Tuesday, Dec. 
10; Massachusetts DOR Current 
Events on Wednesday, Dec. 11; 
and the 27th annual Federal and 
State Tax Forum for the 2013 Tax 
Filing Season for Professionals 
on Saturday, Jan 11, for Feder- 
al and Saturday, Jan 18, for MA 
state. 

Started in July, 1987, the in- 


stitute offers courses designed 
to meet mandatory CPE require- 
ments for Certified Public Ac- 
counts in Massachusetts and New 
Hampshire; tax courses meet re- 
quirements for Enrolled Agents 
and will be of interest to all tax 
professionals. 

All courses and seminars are 
held at NECC’s Riverwalk lo- 
cation just off Route 495 on the 
Lawrence/North Andover line at 
360 Merrimack Street, Building 
9, Entry K (third floor), Law- 
rence, MA 01843, directly across 
from Salvatore’s Restaurant and 
Conference Facility. 

For more information about 
these courses or the program in 
general, please contact Dianne 
Lahaye at dlahaye@necc.mass. 
edu or 978-659-1222 or con- 
tact Diane Zold-Gross at dzold- 
gross@necc.mass.edu or 978- 
659-1221 or visit the website at 
www.necc.mass.edu\noncredit. 


Court demolished section three 
of the discriminatory Defense of 
Marriage Act known as DOMA. 
This section prevented same sex 
couples to jointly collect taxes, 
receive spouse’s health insurance 
and retirement benefits, and pro- 
hibited a widowed spouse from 
collecting the deceased spouse’s 
social security. 

This section imposed hardship 
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T* Americans 


Photo Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons 


This is the symbol used to represent marriage equality 


among same sex couples 
on same sex couples and created 
a cloud of doubt. By eliminating 
that uncertainty amongst same 
sex couples, these couples can 
now enjoy their marriage without 
the fear of hardship. 

Love sees no gender, and by 
spreading awareness of same 
sex marriages and creating mar- 


riage equality, we can create a 
wholesome nation, filled with 
appreciation for one another. Dis- 
crimination is an ugly part of our 
country’s past, there is no need to 
have it present in our future. 


Shallow classes are more 
important than they feel . 


Some classes lack 
depth, and that’s a 
good thing 


By Tuomas SHAMMA 
Copy Editor 

Most of the time, college 
classes feel full of information. 
Like every few days, the course 
covers new, valuable skills. 

In classes like these, it’s easy 
to believe that the time you spend 
in the course is worthwhile, that 
there’s a reason to sit up at night 
and pound away at essays or solve 
sheets and sheets of problems. 

Other classes, though, seem 
empty. Or, at least, very thin on 
content. 

History and literature are 
probably the most exposed to 
this feeling. And, sometimes, it’s 
even true. 

But sheer content isn’t the 
point of a lot of those classes. 
In a Lit class that just covers a 
dozen short stories, or a history 
class that comes across as a list of 
presidents and wars, the mundane 
catalogue of facts is only a part of 
the education you’ re getting. 

Part of college is just learning 
things. But another important 
part of college is just learning 


how to learn. Classes that are 
thin on raw content are usually 
pretty heavy on learning how to 
learn, in several important ways. 

First, they create context. A 
100-level history class offers an 
outline of historical information, 
so for the rest of your education 
-- and the rest of your life -- when 
you stumble across, or are hand- 
ed, new historical information, 
there’s somewhere in your head 
to put it. 

The more facts you have in 
your head to pin new facts to, the 
more useful those new facts are, 
and the more useful the old facts 
become. 

Often, you’re also learning 
the techniques for acquiring the 
information you’re being given. 
Those techniques and habits have 
a lot of value even out of the con- 
text of the outline you’re gaining. 

Workplace orientations are 
a good example of the applica- 
tion of these skills. Employers 
will dump three straight hours 
of lecture on their employees -- 
nobody’s born with the ability to 
absorb that. 

The better you get at it, the 
better you'll do in those work- 
places. 

Apart from the mental out- 
lines, though, and apart from 
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sheer information gathering skill, 
one of the best things these class- 
es teach is the ability to entertain 
other people’s narratives. 

In general, people tell them- 
selves just one story about the 
way the world works. On a daily 
basis, that fact gets people into a 
lot more trouble than they need 
to. 

One of the reasons that Lit and 
history classes seem to cover so 
much less than math and science 
is that this skill doesn’t come nat- 
urally to anybody. 

To understand a war, you need 
to understand what both sides 
want, and what both sides are 
afraid the other side wants. 

To understand a story, you 
need to relate to the beliefs the 
characters hold. 

Seeing the triumphs and fail- 
ures of history, and the joys and 
pains of literary characters, teach 
what’s important about being 
able to honestly explore what 
other people believe. Studying 
these subjects also teach how to 
do that. 

So, in a 100-level class on 
those subjects, often about a third 
of the time you’ re just getting the 
hang of that skill. 

It takes a long time, but it’s 
worth the effort. 
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Veterans Appreciation luncheon 


Students, staff, and 
alum gather to 
honor the schools 


veterans 


By Cuap GorHAM 
News Editor 

On Wednesday Nov. 13, the 
first annual Veterans Appreci- 
ation Day was held on cam- 
pus honoring all veterans of the 
NECC community at a luncheon 
in the Hartleb Technology Center. 

Justin Merced, a veteran of 
both Operation Iraqi Freedom 
and Operation Enduring Freedom 
in Afghanistan, and an NECC 
student, said, “I would very much 
like to keep the Veterans Appre- 
ciation event as an annual occur- 
rence. 

“T feel that as the war in Iraq 
has ended, and the war in Af- 
ghanistan is winding down and 
will officially be over within the 
next year, that the continuance of 
such an event is crucial because 
many of the many service men 
and women who have spent years 
in the military are beginning to 
come home; and when they do 
return and decide to continue 
their education, they will need a 
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vironment to return to.” 

Merced also said “I did not 
commit to the event as a one-time 
occurrence, for I truly believe 
there will be many more veter- 
ans coming to NECC in the next 
few years than ever before in the 
school’s history. Many do not 
ponder on the fact that veterans 
have a time-honored reputation 
of giving back to their country 
and communities long after the 
fight, and I strongly believe such 
an event would help inform the 
population of that fact and keep 
the tradition of giving back go- 
ing.” 

The event was attended by stu- 
dents, faculty, staff, and alumni, and 
began with a reading ofa letter from 
President Lane Glenn by Jeffrey 
Williams, NECC’s veteran’s ser- 
vices coordinator. President Glenn 
wrote about being the son of a ca- 
reer Marine, what his life was like, 
and the lessons learned. 

Merced spoke of the fallen 
comrades table that was set up 
at the front of the room. It was 
a heartwarming story of all the 
symbols on the table and what 
they meant. 

The single red rose and the 
single candle stood out. The sin- 
gle red rose and single candle 
reminds all of the families and 
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loved ones who keep the faith, 
awaiting the return of their loved 
ones. 

The event also had three 
speakers: 

Phil Starks, who is an associ- 
ate professor at Tufts University, 
NECC alumnus, and a Gulf War 
veteran, spoke about what the 
military and Northern Essex has 
done for him as a person. 

Jamie Melendez, the Direc- 
tor of Veterans Services in Law- 
rence, reminded everyone of the 
sacrifices our military men and 
women make by talking about 
Sergeant Alex R. Jimenez, who 
was killed in action in Iraq six 
years ago at the age of 25. 

Francisco Urena, the Com- 
missioner of Veterans Services 
for the City of Boston, an NECC 
alumnus, and a veteran of Oper- 
ation Iraqi Freedom, is a Purple 
Heart recipient for injuries he re- 
ceived in a vehicle explosion. He 
was instrumental in arranging for 
injured veterans to visit injured 
victims of the Boston Marathon 
Bombings. 

Also at the event were veter- 
ans representative from Valley- 
works, representatives from Vet- 
erans Affairs in Bedford, Mass, 
and Outreach Coordinator from 
The Commonwealth of Massa- 


apprectiation luncheon 
chusetts Department of Veterans 


Services, who are part of the 
Statewide Advocacy for Veterans 
Empowerment, an institution that 
helps coordinate with veterans 
to help them gain certain federal 
and state benefits as well as sui- 
cide prevention services, if need- 
ed, according to Merced. 

Any veterans interested in 
some on campus participation 
can get involved in the Veterans’ 


Courtesy Photo 
Fransico Urena sits with fellow veterans at the Veterans 


Writing Group and also a Veter- 
ans Services Club. Anyone inter- 
ested in the club can contact Mer- 
ced at 00268131@student.necc. 
edu and for the writing group you 
can contact Paul Saint Amand at 
psaintamand@necc.mass.edu, 

Veterans can also contact Jeff 
Williams, the veterans’ services 
coordinator, at 978-556-3631 or 
email him at jwilliams@nece. 
mass.edu. 


Smoking Policy: 
5 Years Later 


NECC 8 smoke-free 
policy is coming up 
on its five year 


anniversary 
By Mixer CuppyER 
Correspondent 

This spring, NECC’s smoking 
policy will reach its five year an- 
niversary. Put into place in the 
spring of 2009, the policy states, 
“Smoking is prohibited within the 
confines of all college grounds, 
buildings and property including 
college vehicles. (Smoking will 
only be allowed in private vehi- 
cles lawfully parked on campus 
lots that the smoker is authorized 
to be in.)” 

The policy was controversial 
at the time it was enacted, many 
students and faculty expressed 
strong feelings both for and 
against it. 

A number of students shared 
their opinions in the April 15, 
2009 edition of the Observer. In 
that edition, people were asked 
specifically how the smoking ban 
would affect socializing on cam- 
pus. 

Allison Burgio said, “I’ve met 
a lot of people via smoking. | 
will continue smoking regardless 
of the ban.” 

Another student, Mike Dellea, 
said, “Everybody’s still going to 
smoke. They might get together 
in the parking lot. People will be 
pissed all the time because they 
can’t smoke.” 

Nearly five years later, a look 


at the student parking lots and the 
number of smokers reveal that 
these sentiments may still ring 
true. 

While the policy is available 
on the website, and campus se- 
curity works to enforce the rules, 
it may be a mix of disregard and 
lack of knowledge that leads stu- 
dents to violate it. In an infor- 
mal poll of students who were 
smoking in the student parking 
lots, outside of their cars and in 
violation of the policy, several 


Street, at the front of the school. 
The students who admitted 
they knew they were in viola- 
tion of the rule said they thought 
it was worth the risk, and didn’t 
think they’d get in any trouble 
even if they were caught. 
According to Lt. Dan Tirone, 
Operations Commander and six 
year veteran of NECC campus 
security, the no smoking policy is 
the hardest to enforce on campus. 
Tirone says, “We don’t make 
the rules, we enforce the rules. It 
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It is a policy that we have to uphold. Is it 
popular? No. 
- Lt. Dan Tirone 
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students said they didn’t realize 
they were doing anything wrong. 
They claimed they thought that, 
as in many establishments, they 
could smoke as long as they were 
a reasonable distance away. 

Judy Palermas, a non-student 
who was waiting in the parking 
lot to pick someone up, had no 
idea she was breaking the school 
policy. She responded to the rule, 
saying, “That’s stupid. What if 
smokers take the bus? They can’t 
smoke anywhere because they 
don’t have a car?” 

The Northern Essex smoking 
policy says that students who 
aren't in a vehicle are invited to 
smoke off campus. It is recom- 
mended that they go on Elliot 


is a policy that we have to uphold. 
Is it popular? No.” 

While it may still be contro- 
versial, after nearly five years it’s 
still in effect. Despite the back- 
lash, NECC is part of a growing 
trend in the company of many 
colleges around the country 
adopting smoking prohibitions. 

According to the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Education, there are cur- 
rently close to 1,200 university 
and college campuses that have 
implemented tobacco or smoke 
free policies. 
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Changing it up: Learning Communities 


A look at Learning 
Community classes 
and their benefits 


By Catuir SOUTHWICK 
Staff Writer 


Spring registration has begun. 
Working out your academic and 
employment schedules and try- 
ing to determine the best ways to 
spend your time is tough. 

There is an opportunity to get 
closer to classmates and faculty 
and make the most of class time. 
Students can have the attention 
of two professors, combine two 
' interrelated classes, and, with 
a little more time commitment, 
receive credit for two courses by 
enrolling in a Learning Commu- 
nity class. 

The concept behind the 
Learning Communities (LC) 
program at NECC is to allow 
students to experience a deep- 
er meaning or understanding of 
the subjects studied as well as an 
opportunity for students to bond 
with each other. 

The teachers combine their in- 
dividual teaching styles and what 
each feels is important in their 
subject, to make one syllabus. 

The school’s web page de- 
fines LC classes as, “A group of 
students who are enrolled in the 
same courses with the same in- 
structors. 

“Learning communities pro- 
vide new curricular structures 
that link courses so that students 
have opportunities for deeper 
understanding and _ integration 
of the material they are learning, 
and more interaction with one 
another and their teachers as fel- 
low participants in the learning 
experience.” 

A closer look at the program 
shows that LC classes are much 
more than two classes thrown 
together. There are interesting 


combinations of subjects that 
have a connection. For exam- 
ple, this spring, combinations 
include Intro to Psychology and 
Human Biology; World Litera- 
ture II and World Civilizations 
II; The Graphic Novel and Art of 
the Graphic Novel and English 
Composition I and U.S. Govern- 
ment I. 

Barbara Stachniewicz, a pro- 


‘fessor of English at NECC, is the 


coordinator for the LC program. 
Stachniewicz has been teach- 
ing at NECC for 20 years; since 
1993. 

Her academic quest did not 
begin in the English department. 
“As an undergraduate, I started 
out as a bio-chem. pre-med ma- 
jor, but I fell in love with liter- 
ature in my sophomore year and 
switched my major to English.” 

And she really wanted to 
teach. She currently teaches sey- 
eral LC classes, and “I also teach 
Composition II, British Litera- 
ture I and Il and Modern Europe- 
an Literature.” 

The Speaker’s Bureau web 
page states she has been a faculty 
fellow in teaching and learning 
as well as being the coordina- 
tor for the LC program. Stach- 
niewicz holds a Bachelor of Arts 
from Vassar College and a Mas- 
ters of Art from the University of 
Southern California. 

Stachniewicz explains the 
history behind the program, “We 
have been running Learning 
Communities at the college for a 
long time, at least 15 years. They 
started out after Gene Wintner, a 
wonderful developmental read- 
ing teacher, spent his sabbatical 
exploring the topic. 

“When he came back, he and 
Judith Kamber, our former dean 
of professional development, 
created a research project and 
about a dozen of us got involved 
and established the first LCs.” 

She continues to explain some 


of the advantages to taking LC 
classes. 

“There are many! Because 
students are taking the same 
classes, they get to know each 
other and their instructors much 
better. It makes sense to me that 
disciplines should be integrated. 
We don’t divide our ‘real lives’ 
by discipline. There is a video on 
YouTube where several students 
and I talk about LCs.” 

In classes sometimes teachers 
share life experiences with stu- 
dents making the subjects more 
interesting and letting students 


dents and they got some good 
amounts of cocaine and arrested 
some nine people in the go-fasts 
(their fast boats). 

“While I was there the Discov- 
ery Channel made a documenta- 
ry about the ship and I am on it 
for one minute and a half talking 
about the experience. In the ship 
I was able to read and study all I 
wanted without needing to cook 
or clean but for my own clothes. 
I made great friends among the 
crew.” 

Domenech has been teaching 
for 13 years. She never studied 
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Because students are taking the same 
classes, they get to know each other and 
their instructors much better. 

- Barbara Stachniewicz 


eB 


get to know them better. Ligia 
Domenech, who is an assistant 
professor of history, seems to 
achieve that. 

Domenech brings the world at 
large to NECC through her class- 
es. She has been a part of the 
Global Studies department since 
2011. 

According to the NECC web- 
site, three years ago Domenech 
moved to Argentina where she 
taught World Civilizations and 
U.S. History to crew aboard a 
U.S. Coast Guard cutter. 

That in itself, while interest- 
ing, does not tell the whole sto- 
ry. The Coast Guard was chasing 
drug traffickers around Mexico, 
Panama, Costa Rica, and El Sal- 
vador. She said, “It was a big ad- 
venture since I have never been 
in the military, and while I was 
with them they were chasing 
drug dealers in the South Pacific 
between Ecuador and Mexico. 

“I was able to live the excite- 
ment of the chase with my stu- 


Spring registration 
madness begins 


Registration for 
the spring semester 
brings long lines 


By Tomas Morris 


Correspondent 

Registration and anticipation 
for the spring semester has be- 
gun, and for some NECC stu- 
dents, the registration process 
has produced mixed feelings. 

Some students prefer to reg- 
ister online after meeting with 
their advisers, or the department 
head for their major. Other stu- 
dents register at the advising 
center located inside the Beh- 
rakis One Stop Student Center. 

Erin Finn, Journalism Com- 
munication major, likes that 
everyone can register any time. 
Her previous school, the Uni- 
versity of Massachusetts at 
Amherst, gave certain days and 


hours to different groups of stu- 
dents, which meant some people 
didn’t get the chance to enroll in 
the classes they wanted before 
they were filled. 

Finn hopes to get her gener- 
al requirement courses out of 
the way for spring, praising the 
smooth registration and advis- 
ers. 

Some Multimedia Majors say 
they are experiencing difficulty 
due to changes in the degree’s 
requirements from the old pro- 
gram audit sheet. Mark Webber, 
Multimedia major, said that it 
took two hours to get his past 
credits approved so he could 
graduate in spring. His last 
wishes for other students was 
that the transition between de- 
gree plans would combine easi- 
er. Webber called it a “Hard and 
lengthy process.” 

Taylor Dearborn, Multimedia 
major, who will be graduating 
in the fall, will be applying for 


internships during spring semes- 
ter. 

He said that being Massachu- 
setts resident and attending a 
community college like NECC 
is a good idea because of low 
tuition costs and transferrable 
credits. 

Students who have an out- 
standing GPA also have the op- 
portunity to receive free tuition 


with in-state universities and 
colleges. 
Advisors are willing and 


ready to help student with the 
next stage in their education. 

To check who your adviser is, 
check out the Degree Works por- 
tal on the NECC website. 

The Degree Works portal also 
shows a list of what classes are 
needed for degree completion, 
as well as a percentage bar to see 
how close a student is toward 
graduation. 


teaching but comes from a family 
of teachers. She taught younger 
children in her family. 

She arrived at NECC via Ar- 
gentina because “I needed a job, 
sent out resumes and NECC 
responded requesting an inter- 
view.” She knew that the college 
was trying to hire more Hispanic 
teachers. 

Her first LC class was the 
World Civilization II and World 
Literature II combination. To 
prepare for LC classes that “read 
everything pertaining to the other 
side of the LC she is team teach- 
ing; I read everything regarding 
the literature side.” During a se- 
mester she “studies every night 
right along with the students.” 
She is very organized. After 
completing her first LC class, “I 
liked it a lot. It was a lot of fun.” 

Her forte, according to Dome- 
nech, is “I can explain complex 
things and make it simple; give 
me a book. I will simplify and 
teach the class.” - 


COME 
COPY 
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Domenech recognizes that it 
is hard work for faculty to teach 
the class. “Big groups are hard.” 

However, the program is 
teaching her as well. Because of 
the LC program she is “learning 
another way or style of teach- 
ing, they balance the other’s 
strengths.” She likes that each 
teacher participates in the other’s 
class. She explained, “while one 
teacher is teaching, the other is 
sitting with the students partic- 
ipating along with them.” The 
teachers ask questions as if they 
are students. “One leads, one sits. 
It models how students should be 
in class.” 

Another aspect that she likes 
is that each teacher grades every 
paper. 

When asked if she had a favor- 
ite class to teach Stachniewicz 
replied, “Yes, yes, yes! I love my 
Learning Communities because 
I really get to know my students 
and I love the integration of two 
disciplines..1 love Comp. II be- 
cause it is a chance to introduce 
literature to some students who 
are surprised at how wonderful 
it can be. 

“T will always have a special 
spot in my heart for British Lit- 
erature because it is the literature 
that made my soul sing and when 
I changed my major when I was 
19, I changed the path my life 
would take.” 

Stachniewicz feels the fu- 
ture is bright for LC classes and 
wants to see the program contin- 
ue to grow. 

Students can find information 
about the program and which 
classes are being offered on the 
NECC website under Experien- 
tial Learning opportunities. 

To see the video mentioned, 
head to: 

http://youtube/ 

ULcu_48vO008 


TAKE 
DITING 
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Effective communication is one of the most prized 
skills in the post-industrial workplace. Students as- 
piring to lifelong success can learn incremental im- 
provement in many different English courses, but 
why not improve by a great leap next semester and 
take Copy Editing! 
You'll directly learn insights into English construc- 
tion that will put you well ahead of your peers in 


communicating clearly in writing -- and even in 
speech! 


eee OOO ere 
a Copy Editing is a valid Communications, Humanities, 
|| Liberal Arts and Open elective and a Journalism degree 
requirement. 


4 eee OOO eee 
H| It will be held this spring on the Haverhill Campus, on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, from 12:15 to 1:30 p.m. Sign 
up now! CRN: 2306 
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A showcase was 
performed Friday by 


many talented artists 
By Fairu GREGORY 
Arts and Entertainment 

A barrage of talented NECC 
students performed Sunday, Nov. 
15 in a Performing Arts Show- 
case from noon to | p.m. in the 
Hartleb Technology Center. 

Students from the dance pro- 
gram, music program, theater 
program and, Jazz Ensemble 
gathered to put on enjoyable and 
well-done performances. 

The coordinators of the event 
were Jim Murphy of the theater 
program, Dierdre Budzyna of the 
early childhood program, Alisa 
Bucchiere of the music program. 
Michelle Deane of the dance 
program, and Michael Lucuyer, 
director of the Jazz Rock Ensem- 
ble. 

The first number of the pro- 
gram was called “We Light the 
Dark,”a dance routine choreo- 
graphed by Amanda Westcott 
and performed by Annie Fish, 
Lena DeCosta, Davina Shrempf. 
and Amanda Westcott. 

The next performers were 
the music group composed of 
Northern Essex students known 
as TOPS directed by Dierdre 
Budzyna. 


Arts & Entertainment 


NECC’s multi-talented students 


The TOPS program is from 
Andover, North Andover and 
Newburyport. 

Next performed was a scene 
taken from The Top Notch 
Player’s recent performance of 
“Much Ado About Nothing,” 
Samantha Wheatley playing Be- 
atrice and Matthew Lundergan 
playing Benedick: 

The dancers returned to per- 
form a number choreographed 
by their advisor Michelle Deane, 
“You’re the One that I Want” 
from the musical “Grease.” 

Students featured in this num- 
ber were Mikaela Angers, Shelby 
Binette, Jessica Carnes, Gianna 
Derrico, Annie Fish, Marissa 
Gagnon, Ashley Igartua, Megan 
McCullough, Yonatan Paredes, 
Rachel Posnitz, and Amanda 
Westcott. 

Next, two soloists took the 
stage to sing songs both ancient 
and modern. 

Jenny Weiss, music major 
from Amesbury, sang a rendition 
of “How Beautiful Are Thy Feet” 
from “The Messiah,” an oratorio 
composed by George Freidrich 
Handel. 

James Clark Jr., music major 
from Methuen, performed “Cor- 
ner of the Sky” from the recent 
revival of the musical “Pippin.” 

Actors Michael Ross and Ki- 
ara Pichardo took the stage next 


to perform a comedic scene from 
the play “Autobahn” by Neil La- 
Bute. Their characters were sim- 
ply named Man and Woman. 

And to end the afternoon, the 
Jazz Rock Ensemble performed 
two pieces, “All of Me” by John 
Legend and “Autum Leaves,” 
adapted from a 1945 French song 
made popular by Nat King Cole. 

The performers were drummer 
and music major Chris Douglass, 
trumpet player and music major 
Lindsey Michaud, guitarist and 
music major Duncan Pringle. 

The bassist and director is Mi- 
chael Lucuyer, and the featured 
pianist was Justin Knowlton. 

The event overall was well re- 
ceived. Future events coordinat- 
ed by the Arts Department and 
featuring NECC students are: 


Dec. 6th at 6 p.m. 
Jazz Rock Ensemble 
Haverhill Campus 
Technology Center 
Free 


Dec. 6th and 7th 7:30 p.m 
Forward Leap Dance 
Sports and Fitness Center 
Haverhill Campus 

$7 adults, $5 students and 
seniors, $3 children under 12 


“Nature Paintings” 


Art by painter Resa 
Blatman is in the 
Art Space 


By FairH GREGORY 
Arts and Entertainment 

Warm and inviting portrayals 
of nature painted by Artist Resa 
Blatman presently occupy the 
Art Space in NECC Haverhill 
campus’s Bentley Library. 

There are 10 pieces on exhibi- 
tion, primarily oil paintings, with 
some mix mediums to create a 
layered and dynamic effect. 

As an artist, Blatman works 
to portray not only the beauty of 
nature in her artwork, but also 
the human influence on nature 


and the darker sides embedded in 
that beauty. 

In a written statement on her 
art, Blatman said, 

“I recognize that the underbel- 
ly of beauty and nature is often 
frightening and grotesque, and 
I like this as well -- I find this 
contradiction deeply complex 
and intriguing, especially in its 
relationship to human behavior, 
and how we perceive and treat 
nature.” 

Blatman has attended both 
Mass Art and Boston University, 
obtaining both a BFA in graphic 
design and an MFA in painting. 
She presently teaches advanced 
graphic design at Mass Art. 

Other locations that Blatman’s 


art has been exhibited include 
the New Art Center in Newton, 
Mass., Gallery 360 at North- 
eastern University, Lichenstien 
Center for the Arts in Pittsfield, 
Mass., and Aqua Arts Miami. 

Blatman said in a written 
statement on her artistic influ- 
ences, 

“Some of my stylistic refer- 
ences are to art history, including 
Renaissance, Baroque, Victorian 
decorative art, Romanticism, and 
antique botanical imagery.” 

Blatman’s art will remain on 
display in the Haverhill cam- 
pus’s Bentley Library until Nov. 
23. Head on over to the Art Space 
and check it out before “Nature 
Paintings” is gone. 


Photo by Faith Gregory 


Dancers pose after finishing their number from Grease 


directed by Michelle Deane 


Dec. 7th at 6:30 p.m. 
Small Ensemble Concert 
Technology Center 
Haverhill Campus 

Free 


Dec. 8th at 2:00 p.m. 
Choir Concert 
Technology Center 
Haverhill Campus 

$5 general admission 


A Christmas Carol 

Dec. 13th at 7 p.m. 

Dec. 14th at 2 and 7 p.m. 
Dec. 15th at 2 p.m. 

Chester W. Hawryciw Theater 
3rd Floor Spurk (C) 

Haverhill Campus 

$10 general admission 

$8 student and seniors 

$5 children under age 6 


Photo by Faith Gregory 


Above is one of the nature paintings currently on display 


in the Bentley Library Art Space. 


“A Christmas Carol” cast list is up 


Ebenezer Scrooge: Jim Murphy 
Tiny Tim: Emily Charest/Jonnie Charest 


Bob Cratchitt: Dave Charest 


Fred’s Wife: Anastasia Michitson 
Charity Man: Karl Chambers 
Party Guests: Alex Spinelli, Renan Fontes, Alex 


Cunning, Tori Lessard 
Fred: Mark Mahoney 
Ignorance: TBA 


Jacob Marley: Mathew James Lewis 
Want: Emily Charest/Jonnie Charest 
Christmas Past: Christine Murphy 
Christmas Future: Colin Sarff 


Young Ebenezer: Adam Paradis 
Man in the Street: Renan Fontes 


Fan: Kiaralis Vasquez 


3rd Man: Michael Ross 
Uncle Fezziwig: Robert Peter Mantegani 
Young Scrooge: Paul Kelley 


Maid: Faith Gregory 
Dick Wilkins: Renan Fontes 
Laundress: Marilyn Johnston 


Mrs. Fezziwig: Thera Driscoll 
Undertaker: Justin P. Kelly 
Belle: Samantha Wheatley 


Old Joe: Matthew Lundergan 


Belle’s Husband: Erik Mueller 

Boy in the Street: Hunter Augustonovitch 
Christmas Present: Allan Mayo 

Fred’s Housekeeper: Alex Canning 

Mrs. Cratchitt: Maurisa Charest 

Madrigals: Alisa Bucchierre, Hannah Heck- 
man-McKenna, Coty Lennon Markee and Chip 


Bliss 


Peter Cratchitt: Jaycob Paradis 
Belinda Cratchitt: Zoé Glenn 
Martha: Sky Augustonovitch 


By ASHLEE FERRANTE 
Campus Life Editor 

~ On Nov. 22, it will be 50 years 
since President John F. Kennedy 
was assassinated in Dallas, Texas. 

_ Unlike Abraham Lincoln’s as- 
sination, there are videos of the 
event that can be viewed by any- 
one. Lee Harvey Oswald was the 
pected killer. Oswald, worked 
building where shots were 


day of the assassination, 
swald got a ride to work from 
ne of his coworkers. The rifle 


was wrapped up in a blanket. Os- 


in total, three shots were fired, 

policemen rushed up to the top of 
the building the shots had come 
om, where they actually ran into 
swald. He was able to leave be- 
ause he worked there. 

Oswald’s boss was asked to 
ke a head count of all the em- 
ees. Everyone was present 
except one: Lee Harvey Oswald. 
The police didn’t know they 
| just let the killer go. Oswald, para- 
noid, took a bus and then a taxi to 

his neighborhood, and from there 
tarted walking. 

He stopped at the Texas The- 
, Where he was taken into cus- 
. As he was being transferred, 
ald was shot by club owner 
k Ruby, who some thought to 


be in the mafia. 

Over the years, people wonder: 
did Oswald kill Kennedy? Was 
Ruby a part of the assassination? 

Oswald left behind his wife 
Marina and two daughters, June 
and Audrey, who were fairly 
young. Marina was born in the So- 
viet Union and then moved to the 
United States with Oswald, barely 
knowing English. She was left in 
town with only a few friends and 
she was known as the wife of the 
killer. 

Over the years Marina Even- 
tually remarried and now resides 
in Rockwall, Texas. June and Au- 
drey barely remember their father. 
They say that they wished that he 
had been able to go to trial to be 
able to speak his word like every- 
one else. 

NECC Professor Stephen Slan- 
er was 20 years old when Kenne- 
dy was assassinated. “As soon as 
Ruby shot Oswald,” he said, “I 
became very suspicious of the of- 
ficial theory.” 

He said, “I didn’t like Kennedy 
that much, although he seemed to 
have changed for the better after 
the Cuban missile crisis. 

“In retrospect I think I un- 
derestimated the constraints on 
Kennedy, and the assassination 
revealed a lot of powerful forces 
in US society that we might not 
have been as aware of before. As 
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Campus Life 


Remembering JFK: 50 years later 


to the Cuban missile crisis, I think 
that (a) Kennedy took too much of 
a chance in confronting the Rus- 
sians ... and that (b) public con- 
frontation was unnecessary since 
the missiles were NOT a threat to 
the US. 

“... However, I do give Kenne- 
dy credit for getting us out of the 
crisis by letting the Russians save 
face and promising not to invade 
Cuba, leading to the USSR back- 
ing down and avoiding a nuclear 
war. But he never should have 
gotten us into the Og in the 
first place.” 

When asked who he thinks 
killed Kennedy’s he said “Proba- 
bly some combination of the Ma- 
fia, elements of the CIA, and may- 
be elements of the FBI. A good 
book on the subject is ‘The Yan- 
kee and Cowboy War,’ which goes 
into a plausible conspiracy theory 
in some detail. 

“Certainly not a ‘lone gunman,’ 
ie., Oswald by himself. I’m not 
sure if Ruby and Oswald were di- 
rectly connected, but Oswald was 
a government agent and Ruby was 
working for the Mafia, so both 
of them were not acting on their 
own.” 

Northern Essex is holding 
events this week, organized by 
Richard Padova from the global 
studies department, in remem- 
brance of Kennedy: 


Kwanzaa 
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Photo by Cecil Stoughton; public domain image 
John F. Kennedy in the Oval Office, July 11, 1963 


Friday, Nov. 22 at 10 am. 
Opening ceremony featuring cur- 
rent office-holders who represent 
Haverhill at the local and state 
level sharing their memories and 
thoughts about the life and legacy 
of JFK. 

Saturday, Nov. 23 at 11:30 a.m. 
Panel discussion featuring history 
professors Andrew Morse and Li- 
gia Domenech, moderated by stu- 
dent Christopher Cox. Topic: “The 
JFK Assassination: What Really 
Happened.” 

Sunday, Nov. 24 at 2 p.m. for- 


mer Kennedy campaign volun- 
teers will share experiences from 
the 1960 campaign. 

Throughout the weekend, vis- 
itors can write their memories of 
JFK in a memory book, view a 
video of Kennedy’s life and enter 
a free drawing for a basket of pres- 
idential books. All events are free 
and open to the public and will 
take place in TC 103 in the Hart- 
leb Technology Center. 

For more information about 
the events, see page 9. 


a mgoin the ptudent Engagement Center for 


Celebrations — 
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Wednesday, Dec. 4" 


liam — 1pm 
Dimitry Building Atrium 


(Lawrence Campus) 


Please consider helping Hurricane 
Sandy victims by donating gift 
cards, school supplies, toys, etc. All 
donations will support YWCA in 
Lawrence MA 


‘Sponsored by the NECC Student Engagement Center. For more information or to request communication 
access for this event, please contact the Student Engagement Center at 978-556-3731 or 
& e naagement@necc.mass.edu. Individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing may contact any NECC office 
: r via the relay service by dialing 7-1-1 (tty) or through Video Relay Service (VRS) of their choice. 
- 
i 


ort om om 
Ecsstoeas 


Page 8 * NECC Observer « Nov. 20 2013 


Features 


Haverhill Valley Works: new, smaller 
location, off to a slow start 


Despite the early 


promises, the Valley 
Works at NECC still 
has alot to prove 


By Everson TAVERAS 
Features Editor 

Tucked away in a barely no- 
ticeable compartment of the 
Technology Center, in room TC- 
103, the Valley Works Career 
Center tends to fall outside most 
students’ notice -- until recently, 
as they’ve experienced a burst 
of activity. 

On Nov. 11, from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m., Valley Works hosted a job 
fair. Although it was intended 
primarily for U.S. veterans, the 
event was open to the public, 
and job seekers were encour- 
aged to attend the event. 

Over 25 employers partic- 
ipated, according to the Eagle 
Tribune. 

In addition to capitalizing on 
first impressions and dressing 
appropriately, multiple resumes 
was another key ingredient, sug- 
gested employers. 

A press release dated back to 
earlier this year stated that the 


organization planned to relocate 
to a larger space on the Haver- 
hill Campus, where a supposed 
broader menu of career develop- 
ment services would be offered. 

Since relocating from its 
downtown Haverhill address 
at 192 Merrimack Street, Val- 
ley Works has made significant 
changes, as a result of federal 
budget cuts. 

Among one of the major 
changes made were the office 
hours. The Valley Works Haver- 
hill site is currently opened 
Monday, Tuesday and Friday, 
from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., a re- 
duction compared to their previ- 
ous schedule, five days a week, 
from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at 
downtown Haverhill. 

Another significant change 
made to the Haverhill site was 
the cutback on resources and ser- 
vices available, which included 
the following: workshops, train- 
ing and educational opportuni- 
ties, career counseling, referral 
to federal and private resourc- 
es, and veteran services, among 
other things. According to the 
Valley Works website, the only 
service currently rendered at 
the Valley Works Haverhill site 
is for Unemployment Insurance 


asona 
Hanukkale = ristmas 


On-line Service. 

Contrasting their office in 
Haverhill, the Valley Works 
in Lawrence boasts of all the 
resources and services the 
company can provide. They 
help find jobs for the unem- 
ployed, and get people into 
education opportunities. 

Valley Works provides 
many people with opportuni- 
ties they may not have oth- 
erwise, with unsought skills 
and connections with people 
that might have been hard to 
believe. 

“Whatever your needs, 
career counseling, labor 
market information and as- 
sistance are available to you 
to help you meet your short- 
and long-term employment 
goals,” assures the Valley 
Works website. 

But what about the needs 
of Haverhill residents with- 


Photo by Everson Taveras 


out jobs and/or financial, ed- Valley Works is located on the Haverhill campus in the TC 
ucational assistance? Was the building, room 103. 


relocation a risk worthwhile, 
or did it prove to be more det- 
rimental than beneficial to not 
only the staff of Valley Works, 
but also the people of Haverhill? 
Both the long time and com- 
mitted regulars of the Haverhill 
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Valley Works site must opt out 
to travel to Lawrence to have 
their needs met, instead of find- 
ing it in their hometown, unless 
unemployment is an issue. Un- 
til then, the Haverhill Valley 
Works site will continue to op- 
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erate at it’s limited hours in the 
TC Building, incapacitated and 
clandestine. 

Haverhill Valley Works sta 
were unable to comment. 


Join the Student Engagement Center for 


Se 


e@ Saturnalia 


10NS 


BodhiDay Fj 


ul-Adha 


Vile 


Wednesday, Dec. 4°” 
liam —-ipm 


Dimitry Building Atrium 


(Lawrence Campus) 


Please consider helping Hurricane 
Sandy victims by donating gift 
cards, school supplies, toys, etc. All 

donations will support YWCA in 


Sponsored by the NECC Stixtent Engagement Center. For more information or to request communication 
access for this event, please contact the Student Engagement Center at 978-556-3731 or 
mentgnn ecu. Incrviduals who are Geaf or hard of hearing may contact any NECC office 

‘ia the retay service by dialing 7-1-1 (tty) or through Video Relay Service (VRS) of their choice 
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A weekend of remembrance: The 
Story of JFK schedule of events 


Northern Essex 
Community 
College 
presents: 


“A Weekend of Remem- 
brance: The Story of JFK” 


__ Historical exhibits, speakers, 
discussions and more 


Confirmed program of 


events as of Nov. 14th 
t 


Friday, Noy. 22nd at 10 AM: 

Opening ceremony featuring 
current office-holders who rep- 
resent Haverhill at the local and 
state level sharing their memo- 
ries and thoughts about the life 
and legacy of JFK: Mayor James 
Fiorentini, State Senator Kath- 
leen O’Connor Ives, State Rep- 
resentatives Diana DiZoglio and 
Leonard Mirra and Governor’s 
Councilor Eileen Duff. 


Saturday, Nov. 23rd at 11:30 


A Weekend 


AM: 

Panel discussion featuring his- 
tory professors Andrew Morse 
and Ligia Domenech, moderat- 
ed by student Christopher Cox. 
Topic: “The JFK Assassination: 
What Really Happened.” Will 
be broadcast by WHAV Radio in 
Haverhill. 


Sunday, Noy. 24th at 2 PM: 
Former Kennedy campaign vol- 
unteer Frank O’Connor of An- 
dover will share his experiences 


from the 1960 campaign. 


Throughout the weekend, vis- 
itors will have an opportunity to 
write their memories of JFK in 
a memory book, view a video of 
Kennedy’s life and enter a free 
drawing for a basket of presiden- 
tial books. 

All events are free and open to 
the public and will take place in 
Room 103 A/B in the Tech Center 
building. 


Program Hours: Friday, Nov. 
22nd from 10 AM to 4 PM; Sat- 
urday, Nov. 23rd from 11 AM to 
4 PM; Sunday, Nov. 24th from 12 
noon to 4 PM 


For more information, visit 
www.necc.mass.edu/jfk or con- 
tact Richard Padova, organizer, at 
rpadova@necc.mass.edu or 978- 
556-3297. 


Northern Essex 
Community College 


of Remembrance: 


When: 


Where: 


Friday - Sunday 


November 22 - 24 2013 


Haverhill, MA 


Historical exhibits, speakers, 


discussions, and more 


Northern Essex Community College 


For more information and updates, visit 
www.necc.mass.edu/jfk 

or contact Richard Padova at 
rpadova@necc.mass.edu or 978-556-3297 
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: a _ Thank You Veterans 


HANK YOu 


THE SHEEPDOG’S PRAYER 
The Knights of Olde were Men of Honor 
Who used their Might For Right! 
Today they’re known as Sheepdogs 
Those who carry on the fight. 


|am a tired old Sheepdog, 

The guardian of my flock. 

| keep the predators at bay 

And stand watch around the clock. 


Please stop the Sheep from pulling my teeth. 
Ill need them for the fight, 

When the hungry Wolves come calling 

Some dark and deadly night. 


| pray | never need my gun 
But someday if | do, 

May my cause be just! 

My draw be quick! 

And my aim be ever true! 


Heaven holds a special place 
For those who do the deed, 
Defenders of the innocent 
In their hour of need. 


May the Sheep someday be grateful. 
There's a debt they cannot pay, 

To the Sheepdogs who lay it on the line 
Each and every day. 


| am proud to be a Sheepdog. 

I’ve done my very best. 

Ill stand my watch until my Maker 
Calls me home to rest. 


But when | meet Saint Peter, 
There’s just one request I'll make: 
“Please let me spend Eternity 
Standing guard at Heaven's Gate.” 


Men’: basketball 
drops to 3-3, lose 


97-84 to MCC 
By Estuer A. NIEVES 
Sports Editor 

Lack of defense and commu- 
nication on the court cost the 
Knights a game. The Knights lost 
by 13 points to Massasoit Com- 
munity College, 97-84. 

The struggles were clear. The 
Knights are continuing to experi- 
ence growing pains on the roster. 
With 11 out of 12 players being 
freshmen, the team is still trying 
to get to know how to play in 
sync with one another. 

First half of the game it was 
visible that the Knights came 
out very sluggish. The Massasoit 
Warriors outrebounded NECC by 
12 in the first half, and at the first 
| buzzer, the Knights were down 

52-40. 

“IT think we could’ve been 

more aggressive, play harder 

| defensively and overall commu- 
nicate better,” said Guard Ryan 
Grant. 

Offensively, Grant scored a 
team-high 23 points with four 
rebounds, three assists, and two 
steals. Grant has made his state- 

/ ment to the team. He’s proven to 
Coach Stratton that he has what 
it takes to be a starter. But as a 
| freshman, Grant needs to under- 
stand the college game. He is 
missing a lot of passes and drib- 
bling a little too much and that 

might just need to be modified at 
| the college level. 

“Grant is going to be a heck of 
| aplayer when he puts it together, 
he’ll be a very good basketball 
| player. But it’s just a matter of 
| us putting it together right now,” 
| said Coach Stratton. 

~Massasoit was often on the 
| charity line, making 73% of their 
| free throws. It seemed as if the 
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Massasoit tops NECC 


Photo by Sue MacAvoy 


Ryan Grant scored 23 points for the Knights, but the team 
was unable to come home with a victory. 


officials were calling everything 
on the Knights. Despite the calls, 
Stratton said that it wasn’t what 
cost the game. 

“There were quite a few calls 
that I questioned, but we can’t let 
that bother us. We have to play 
through it and that all comes from 
mental toughness,” said Coach 
Stratton. 

In the second half; the Knights 
came out with more aggressive- 
ness. But still, the lack of com- 
munication was dragging the 
team. They were giving up pene- 
trating plays, allowing Massasoit 
to get easy baskets. 

In the last few minutes of the 
game the Knights lost total con- 
trol of the game. Massasoit guard 
Trey Jones was hard to contain. 
“The kid is fast,” said Grant. 
Jones stands at 5’9” and had 
never seemed to lose his energy. 
He contributed a game-high 26 
points and 11 assists to lead the 
team and put Massasoit at 2-0. 

The most challenging part for 
the Knights was that they were 


beating themselves. They were 
shooting quick shots, turning the 
basketball over at inopportune 
times; mistakes that will hurt 
them as the season progresses. 

It’s not just the players going 
through growing pains this sea- 
son. The coaching staff is learn- 
ing, too. They have to get the 
team playing more as a collective 
unit. Coach Stratton and Assis- 
tant Coach Joe Tardif tried to do 
some video work with the play- 
ers, trying to show them on film. 

The Knights have to work to- 
gether and learn how to commu- 
nicate with one another. “We are 
six games in and at the ten game 
mark, these guys are college play- 
ers and they are going to have to 
pick it up or learn how to do it 
or they are going to fall behind,” 
said Coach Stratton. 

The Knights want to put the 
loss behind them. “We let our 
emotions get to us, we allowed it 
to get the better of us, but at the 
end we are going to come out vic- 
torious,” said Grant. 


Ryan Grant 
Derek Andreoli 


Peterson Morency 


Peterson Morency 


Javonte Forbes 


Justin Gettman 


Ryan Grant 


Benjamin Martinez 


Northern Essex Community College 
Statistics Leaders -- Men’s Basketball 


Points per Game 


Javonte Forbes 
Assists per Game 
Steals per Game 
Blocks per Game 
Field Goal Percentage 
3-point Percentage 


Free Throw Percentage 
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19.4 
7.3 


5.7. 


2.6 


2.6 
88.9% 


Northern Essex Community College 


Remaining Schedule -- Men’s Basketball 


November 23 
November 26 


November 30 


December 7 


December 10 
January 11 
January 14 
January 16 
January 18 
January 23 
January 25 
January 28 
January 30 


Lincoln College 
Bristol C.C. 


UConn Avery Point 
@ Springfield Tech C.C. 


Quinsigamond C.C. 
UConn Avery Point 
Roxbury C.C. 
Gateway C.C. 

@ Quinsigamond C.C. 
@ Holyoke C.C. 
Springfield Tech C.C. 
Massasoit C.C. 

Dean College 


3:00 
7:00 
7:00 
3:00 
7:00 
3:00 
7:00 
7:00 
2:00 
7:00 
3:00 
7:00 
6:00 


From South Beach to Northern Essex 


NECC may not have been the first choice for NECC’s Javonte 
Forbes and Peterson Morency, but it was the right choice 


| By Matt Grncras 
| Editor-in-Chief 
LeBron James may have tak- 

| en his talents to South Beach in 
| 2010, but in 2013, two of South 
) Beach’s own decided to take their 
| talents to Northern Essex. 
NECC wasn’t always the plan 
| for Peterson Morency and Javon- 
| te Forbes. Originally they had 
| intended on going to school at 
Anna Maria College, a Division 
Ill institute in Paxton, Mass. 

However, unsatisfied with 
the amount of financial aid they 
were going to receive, they had 
to make a hard decision. Shawn 
Conrad, coach at Anna Maria, 
tipped off NECC Knights coach 
Darren Stratton about the duo. 

Morency and Forbes attended 
Miramar High School together in 
Miami. They were amateur ath- 
letic union (AAU) teammates as 
well, and have played together 
| since the sixth grade. It was only 


natural that they decided to be on 
the same college team. 

They’re relationship shows 
on the court. Playing together for 
over seven years, it’s easy to see 
why. 

“We have good chemistry 
with each other. He knows when 
I’m about to pass it,” said Moren- 
cy. “He knows how I play, I know 
how he plays, I know where he 
wants the ball at all times, pretty 
much everything.” 

The Knights, who sit at 3-2 
during the early 2013/14 season, 
have relied heavily on the Floridi- 
an duo. The 6’5” Forbes has been 
a presence in the post for NECC, 
averaging three blocks per game 
and 12 points per contest. 

Morency, on the other hand, 
has been a blessing in the back- 
court. While not the Knights’ 
main scoring option, the point 
guard averages over 10 points 
a game. More importantly, he’s 


kept composed and found a way 
to lead the offense, dishing al- 
most six assists a night. 

After winning both games in 
the NHTI Tap-Off Tournament, 
Darren Stratton said that Moren- 
cy was one of the keys for the 
Knights success. 

The kind words from Strat- 
ton aren’t one way, either. “He’s 
a great coach, he’s the greatest 
guy I ever met in my life,” said 
Morency. “He’s pretty much a 
second dad, I feel like he adopted 
me.” 

Forbes shares similar 
thoughts. “We just enjoy being 
here playing for a coach who 
coaches just as hard as we play,” 
he said. “At the end of the day, 
everybody just wants to win. And 
I especially want to win for him 
because he’s such a good coach. 
With everything he’s done for us, 
it’s the least I can do.” 

It’s still early in the basketball 


Javonte Forbes was living in Miami just a 


| Bee: by Sue MacAvoy 
‘ew montns ago, 


but now currently finds himself starting for NECC. 


season, with under a quarter of the 
season’s games having already 
been played. However, if Forbes 
and Morency have anything to 
say about their season, they’re in 
it to win it. “Everyone thinks that 


since we’re an all freshmen team 
we're going to come out and 
slack,” said Morency, “but a lot 
of teams are going to be worried 
about us sooner than they think.” 
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